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Brussels, 22nd, July 2019  

 

 

Dear Mrs. Federica Mogherini,  

 

We are writing to you to draw your attention to serious and violent ongoing series of lethal 

crackdowns by Moroccan security Forces, since the 19th July, in Morocco’s illegally occupied 

Western Sahara.  

 

This latest wave of brutal repression by Moroccan occupation was committed against Sahrawi 

civilians daring to peacefully celebrate Algeria's victory at the African Cup of Nations. This is yet 

another example of the profound restriction and sheer cruelty of Morocco’s occupation. It is with 

deep sadness that we can confirm that a young Sahrawi woman, Sabah Osman Hamida, was 

deliberately killed by a Moroccan security forces vehicle driving at high speed through the crowds 

in the occupied city of El Aaiun, Ms Sabah Osman Hamida was 23 years old.  

 

Your Excellency, throughout your tenure you have played positive role for the rights, and 

representation of women. Those women living under Morocco’s brutal military occupation deserve 

your support – and it is a disservice to our shared values to completely ignore Morocco’s deliberate 

targeting of female Sahrawis; including violence and torture. Ms Sabah Osman Hamida case is only 

one of hundreds of Sahrawi women murdered by Moroccan security violence.  

In the recent crackdowns, many civilians were wounded, others bullied and beaten up – while 

security forces flooded the area till now. Several arbitrary arrests were made. It should be of the 

greatest concern for you and the European Union that those arrested including children: 13 year old 

Osama El-Mousaoui, Boughanbour, and Mohamed El Moussaoui.  

 

With the clear consent and direction of the Moroccan Government; significant numbers of police, 

military and security forces have been sent to the region to crush any further public civilian 

gatherings and detain those present at the celebrations. The seriousness of such a situation arises 

not only from the complete disregard of the Sahrawi people’s inalienable right to self-determination, 

but also from the deadlock in UN peace process; including the recent resignation of the UN 

Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy: largely as a result of the complete intransience of Morocco 

and its EU allies.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Your Excellency, the EU can yet play a positive, constructive role in ending the violence – but 

genuine political will is required, and a serious test of the EU’s support for the values of Human 

rights and international law – as we see these shared and fundamental values under threat across the 

world.  

 

We urge you to send a fact-finding delegation to illegally occupied Western Sahara – in order to 

assess the situation on the ground with unhindered access. The EU is bound to Morocco by 

partnership agreements that oblige it to respect human rights and the values of democracy – it is 

inconceivable that the EU continues to remain silent regarding a fundamental question of human 

rights and international law.  

Please accept, your Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.  

 

 

Mohamed Sidati,  

Minister, Frente POLISARIO Representative to Europe 

 


